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The Salmon Are Back 
Here’s the latest on our annual salmon migration 

from MMWD Aquatic Ecologist Eric Ettlinger. 

“Salmon observations in Lagunitas Creek have 

ramped up significantly in the last two weeks, with 

salmon seen spawning and schooling.  A few large 

schools of coho salmon were seen, likely waiting 

for higher stream flows to continue their migration. 

Rain over the last couple of days has now provided 

those higher flows, so this weekend may be a good 

time to go looking for fish on the move. 

 

“So far this season we’ve counted 36 coho redds 

(gravel nests), 23 Chinook redds, and 13 redds that 

could have been built by either species. In the last 

week we observed 118 coho salmon and 16 

Chinook. We also recently found a chum salmon 

carcass, which is a species we see very rarely. We 

thought that would be the most exciting event to 

share in this update, until Wednesday, when we 

observed a school of at least 60 coho salmon 

milling about in Samuel P. Taylor State Park. This 

is the largest school of coho salmon seen in the 

watershed since at least 2004. I lowered a camera 

into the pool and have provided links to a couple of 

video clips. The videos have been enhanced to 

compensate for the murky water. Sharp-eyed 

observers may see a few Chinook salmon 

swimming among the coho, as well as a few 

juvenile coho. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qv75Kdcny-s 

“Happy salmon viewing, either live or on-screen.” 

Gary Giacomini 

 

April 4, 1939 -- December 2, 2016 

It is with regret that we learned of the 

announcement from Andrew Giacomini that his 

father, former Marin County District 4 Supervisor 

Gary Giacomini, recently passed away in his sleep 

at age 77.  The accolades were quick and all true.  

Gary was a lion-like defender of West Marin 

ranchlands, "a mountain of a man," "an iconic 

giant," "a fierce protector" and "a true legend" with 

more to come.  His passion and eloquence are 

documented in a long interview of Gary by Liza 

Crosse and filmed by Lee & Paul Berensmeier, and 

are also on display in the film "Rebels with a 

Cause", which examines the battle to save over a 

quarter million acres in Northern California from 

development.  The Planning Group has tentative 

plans to show these films to honor Gary but will 

wait for the family to announce and complete their 

funeral observance. 
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A Recap: John Wick of 

the Marin Carbon Project 

From Our Special Speaker Series #6, 

November 16th, 2016.   

John Wick, co-founder of the Marin Carbon Project 

(MCP), spoke about his work researching soil 

carbon sequestration utilizing the composting of 

greenwaste, food waste, and animal and human 

waste. 

 

After nine years of research, the MCP has 

established that a single application of a half-inch 

layer of compost on grazed rangelands significantly 

increases forage production, increases soil water 

holding capacity, and increases soil carbon 

sequestration by at least 1 ton per hectare per year 

for 30 to 100 years without re-application.  If this 

was done on half the rangeland area in California, it 

would offset 42 million metric tons of CO², an 

amount equivalent to the annual green house gas 

emissions from energy use for all commercial and 

residential sectors in California! 

Compost decomposition provides a slow release of 

fertilizer to the soils, which, with improved soil 

moisture conditions, leads to increased plant 

growth. More plant growth leads to more carbon 

dioxide being removed from the atmosphere 

through the process of photosynthesis.  This leads to 

increased transfer of carbon dioxide through the 

plant into the soil, yielding additional soil carbon 

and water holding capacity.  More water and more 

soil yield more plants, and the cycle ascends and 

spirals regeneratively, all from one initial compost 

application.  This is also a proven method for 

avoiding emissions related to the anaerobic 

decomposition of organic waste material in 

landfills.  Using the material could save millions of 

gallons of fresh water and keep chemicals out of 

aquatic ecosystems. 

Based on this new insight into soil carbon 

sequestration, the MCP has established a new 

version of agriculture, one that increases the 

production of food and fiber through photosynthesis 

that transforms atmospheric carbon into 

carbohydrates AND durable healthy soil carbon.  

The more that you produce, the more resources you 

have to produce even more.  It is truly a solar 

powered, beneficially positive feedback system.  

This new form of agriculture is called Carbon 

Farming, and is based on a suite of agricultural 

Farm Bill funded practices known to be net-climate 

beneficial.  In collaboration with the USDA-NRCS, 

the California Dept. of Food and Agriculture, 

Colorado State University, the MCP has created a 

new online tool hosted by the USDA, the COMET-

Planner, which allows a land manager to describe 

an entire agricultural operation that is known to be 

net-climate beneficial, and therefore, the goods 

produced remove more carbon from the atmosphere 

than is re-released through the enjoyment of the 

carbohydrates. 

 

The protocol for Compost Application on Grazed 

Grasslands has been approved for CEQA mitigation 

in California. Further work is underway at national 

and international levels to support the financial 

incentivizing of this practice for the benefit of the 

landowner and the climate.  
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The question of whether there is currently enough 

compost has inspired further inquiry into non-

traditional feedstocks for composting to provide the 

quantity required for large scale land applications.  

The Thermopile Project being conducted on John’s 

ranch in Nicasio is a Lawrence Berkeley National 

Labs research project by Dr. Gary Andersen and Dr. 

Eric Dubinsky who are using the PhyloChip 

technology and mass spectroscopy to follow the fate 

of pathogens and pharmaceuticals during the 

composting of human waste. 

 

Pharmaceuticals are a major concern in 

conventional sewage processing when they end up 

in water systems, harming fish populations.   

It was a most interesting evening and if you were 

not able to attend we plan to post the video of the 

meeting on YouTube.  We would like to thank John 

Wick and Eric Dubinsky for their interesting and 

forward looking presentation.   

Keep an eye out for future Speaker Series events 

sponsored by the San Geronimo Valley Planning 

Group. 

Marin Rainfall Update 

As of December 8th, rainfall measured at Lake 

Lagunitas totaled 19.46 inches.  This compares to 

only 4.09 inches of total rainfall at this time last 

year.  The historical average total rainfall as of 

December 8th is 11.93 inches, so our rainfall this 

year is 163% of normal.  Our reservoirs are at 

78.53% of capacity, which is 116% of normal for 

this time of year.  Next year we might not be so 

fortunate with our rainfall so please continue to 

conserve our limited water resources. 

The Valley Approves Legalizing 

Recreational Marijuana 

The registered voters in the San Geronimo Valley 

overwhelmingly voted in favor of legalizing the use 

of recreational marijuana, with 75% of them 

approving the passage of Proposition 64 in the 

November election.   

Out of a total of 2,548 Valley voters who cast a 

ballot, 1,858 voted in favor of Prop 64, 622 voted 

no, and 68 voters skipped it entirely. 

In our November newsletter we underestimated the 

number of registered voters in the Valley who 

participated in the last election.  A respectable 92% 

of registered voters cast a ballot, demonstrating that 

democracy is alive and well in the Valley. 

Fish Passage Restoration 

Woodacre/San Geronimo 
 

It took 60 years, but finally, in the Fall of 2016, a 

major barrier to migrating salmon, and eroding 

conditions downstream of that barrier, were 

repaired using the latest technology. 

 

Fish Passage at Railroad Avenue Culvert Under Construction 
 

Ridged baffles were installed inside the culvert 

under Railroad Avenue in Woodacre to slow down 

the flow and raise water levels.  For 350' down-
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stream of the culvert large rocks were placed and 

log structures built to create deep pools and restore 

habitat.  It's beautiful!  We expect happy fish 

returning to their birth streams. 

 

On December 5, 

2016, outgoing 

Supervisor Steve 

Kinsey rejoiced at the 

opportunity to enjoy 

the celebration of one 

last fish restoration 

project completed in his term.  The event not only 

honored Kinsey for his support of fish restoration 

projects but allowed him to acknowledge, by name, 

all the project participants and welcome Supervisor-

Elect Dennis Rodoni who will carry on these 

restoration efforts. 

 

Two highlights followed.  A celebratory honoring 

of the salmon by flutist Paul Berensmeier; elder 

Jean Berensmeier; Theo Dixon, the youngest 

attendee (three week old son of project designer 

Joanna Dixon); and all of the other attendees.  

Supervisor Kinsey then led the official ribbon 

cutting and invited everyone to view the project and 

enjoy lunch. 

 

The event was recorded on video by Fred & Paul 

Berensmeier and will be shown at the December 

meeting of the SGV Planning Group. 

Watch Your Head! 

Planning Group steering committee member Fred 

Mundy has shared this photo of an acorn missile 

that penetrated a laurel leaf below an oak tree. 

 

Otter Spotters 
Steering committee members Fred Mundy and 

Linda Nave have both recently witnessed river 

otters at work in Lagunitas Creek. 

On the afternoon of 

November 25th Fred peeked 

into Papermill Creek 

behind his house just in 

time to see a bevy of 

six river otters swimming 

very quickly upstream.   

They traveled in a bee line 

and were out of sight in a matter of seconds.  Their 

passing was without noise of any sort and they were 

all very large.   With the coho salmon coming up 

the creek on their annual migration the river otters 

should not go hungry. 

MMWD Sells Surplus Lots 
 

The MMWD Board of Directors were advised by 

their management to sell three surplus parcels in 

Woodacre that are known as the Bates Pump Lot.  

These parcels are 

located next door to 

106 Railroad 

Avenue, and across 

the street from the 

red triangular 

building at the 

corner of San 

Geronimo Valley 

Drive.  It was 

recommended to sell the lots to Jeffrey Harriman of 

Woodacre for $20,000.  The parcels total 9,500 sq 

ft, smaller than the minimum 10,000 sq ft necessary 

for zoned development, and most of the property is 

also well within the Stream Conservation Area 

(SCA).  The creekside property has a deed 

restriction which prohibits development and 

preserves the natural, open space character of the 

site. 



 5 

You Can Still Apply For Wood 

Stove Replacement Rebates! 

To register for the Wood Stove Replacement 

program go to http://www.baaqmd.gov/grant-

funding/residents/wood-smoke-rebate and click the 

“APPLY TO THE WAITLIST” button.  If you have 

any questions, contact Kellen Dammann, 

Sustainability Marketing & Outreach Specialist at 

(415) 473-2698 or kdammann@marincounty.org  

This program is offered throughout the Bay Area, 

but there are also additional rebates available 

through the County’s Marin 

Green Building Program.  The 

County offers $250 for 

decommissioning a wood 

stove, insert or open fireplace 

and $1,500 for replacing it 

with either an EPA certified 

wood stove, propane or 

electric heat.  The application 

can be found at www.maringreenbuilding.org under 

the “Wood Stove Rebate Program” menu.  Please 

be sure to apply to the BAAQMD before you apply.  

The BAAQMD’s rebates can only be used to 

decommission or replace a woodstove or fireplace 

with a non-wood stove or fireplace but the County’s 

rebates can be used to replace older wood stoves 

with EPA approved models,.  

There are also other funding methods for replacing 

wood stoves for Very Low Income homeowners.  

The Marin Housing Authority offers low interest 

loans up to $35,000.  In cases of financial hardship, 

no monthly payments are required and repayment of 

the loan is deferred, either for a specified period or 

until the property is sold or title to the property is 

transferred (interest accrues at 5% per year, simple 

interest).   

https://www.marinhousing.org/residential-rehab-

loan-program.html 

Another source of funds is the Energy Upgrade 

California® Home Upgrade program which 

provides financial incentives and free technical 

support for homeowners that are looking to improve 

the comfort and energy efficiency of their homes.  

The rebate is based on how much energy the project 

saves; the bigger the efficiency improvement, the 

bigger the rebate.  Right now, the rebate for this 

program caps at $6,800.  Contact the Home Energy 

Advisors at (866) 878-6008 or  

www.marincounty.org/energyupgrade  

As of June 1, 2016 the new Wood Smoke rules 

requires anyone who is selling, renting, or leasing a 

property in the Bay Area to disclose the potential 

health impacts from air pollution caused by burning 

wood.   

 

And starting November 1, 2016, anyone whose sole 

source of heat is a wood-burning device must use 

an EPA-certified or pellet-fueled device that is 

registered with the Air District to qualify for an 

exemption from any future burn bans.   

To create cleaner air and avoid future problems, 

please consider applying to replace your wood stove 

today while the rebates are still available. 

http://www.baaqmd.gov/grant-funding/residents/wood-smoke-rebate
http://www.baaqmd.gov/grant-funding/residents/wood-smoke-rebate
mailto:kdammann@marincounty.org
http://www.maringreenbuilding.org/
https://www.marinhousing.org/residential-rehab-loan-program.html
https://www.marinhousing.org/residential-rehab-loan-program.html
tel:%28866%29%20878-6008
http://www.marincounty.org/energyupgrade
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WHO WE ARE . . . 

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT . . . 
 

The Planning Group has been putting out a regular 

Newsletter for our membership and posting it on 

our web site since 2010. Our purpose is to keep 

our members informed about issues that affect the 

Valley whether the issues originate here or from 

outside our Planning Area and have some fun along 

the way. From time to time we remind our readers 

(and new residents) that the county designated our 

Valley as being one of three corridors in 1972 

when the County Wide Plan was first adopted.  We 

are in the “Inland Rural Corridor” which includes 

Nicasio Valley north to the Sonoma county line. 

Our corridor lies 

between the Eastern 

Urbanized Corridor 

(from White’s Hill to 

the Bay) where 90% 

of Marin residents 

live and the 

Recreation/Ranch 

Corridor West of 

Taylor Park that goes 

all the way to the 

ocean. A closer look 

at our unique Valley 

shows four villages, 

all rural in character, in the midst of extraordinary 

open space that, through the efforts of some 

residents and political leadership, will remain in 

public ownership as protected open space 

preserves. In 2007, The Board of Supervisors 

adopted The Baylands Corridor, a fourth corridor 

as part of the 2007 County Wide Plan. 

The geography of our Valley is truly what makes us 

unique. The Valley is oval shaped, surrounded by 

ridges with only three entrances (exits) -- White’s 

Hill, the Inkwells and Moon Hill. A closer look 

shows that Loma Alta, Cascade Canyon and White’s 

Hill Open Space preserves protects our eastern 

ridge above Woodacre and Flanders Ranch. West 

of Lagunitas is a narrow gorge at the base of 

Barnabe Ridge. This gorge leads to the Inkwells 

and Samuel P. Taylor State Park, which acts as a 

buffer preventing direct contact with our rural 

neighbors in further West Marin. To the south is a 

five-mile ridge from Woodacre to Lagunitas, now 

known as San Geronimo Ridge (formerly Pine Mtn. 

Truck Road). This ridge is the boundary line 

between the SGV Planning Area and the Tam 

watershed owned and maintained by the MMWD.  

Lastly, to the north, is the ridge arm of Mt. Barnabe 

reaching east to join the ridge arm of Loma Alta 

reaching west, with the two arms meeting at Moon 

Hill -- the pass that leads to Nicasio, our rural 

neighbor to the north. Surrounded by such beauty, 

is it any wonder that a few of 

us formed the ad hoc SGV 

Planning Group and spent 

five years creating the 

Valley’s first Community 

Plan that replaced the 196l 

approved Master Plan that 

would have made the Valley 

a city” of 5,000 homes and 

25,000 people rather than 

the 1600 homes and 4,000 

residents we have today? 

This geographical 

description is critical in 

describing our Valley. But the heart of what has 

been described has been preserved by the effort of 

a dedicated Valley environmentalist who worked 

to protect its main features for current residents 

and future generations to enjoy by seeing that the 

bond act adopted in 1972 by a vote of the people to 

preserve public open space extended to the San 

Geronimo Valley. 

To date the Valley has four Open Space Preserves: 

Roys Redwoods, Maurice Thorner, Gary Giacomini 

and French Ranch whose acreage totals almost 

2600 acres. We will describe each of these unique 

Preserves in detail in future newsletters. 
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SGV PLANNING GROUP NEWSLETTER

 Editor: Eric Morey  

 Proofreader: Jean Berensmeier  

 Email Technician: Eric Morey 

 

 Newsletter Contributors: Steering 

Committee members, Chairpersons, 

Planning Group members and Presenters 

 Photos, nature observations and suggestions 

are welcome. Forward them to Eric Morey 

at: sgvpg.notice@gmail.com

 

Please provide January Newsletter submissions by: 

Wednesday, December 28, 2016 

PLANNING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

Urge a friend or neighbor to join us. 

$15 Single, $25 Family, $0 Over 65 and under 21 

Make your check out to SGVPG and mail to: 

P. O. Box 57, Forest Knolls, CA 94933 

Visit our website at SGVPG.org 

* “This is the last place. There is nowhere else to go.” -- Lou Welch 

This line, always at the top of our agenda, is an excerpt taken from a poem by Lou Welch that was included in the 

extraordinary document, “Can the Last Place Last?” that, in the late ‘60’s, laid the ground work for the unique 

County Wide Plan that was adopted in1972 and created zoning, policies, codes & regulations that has served to 

preserve major parts of Marin from inappropriate development. 
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