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WILDFIRE AND SAFETY 

 
 

You can now receive emergency updates for your 

neighborhood by subscribing to www.AlertMarin.org.  

This free service from the Marin County Sheriffs 

Department will send messages and texts to cell phones 

and landlines that use the internet (VOIP). 

 

In a firestorm where there are only minutes to spare it is 

important to have up-to-date information to help make 

life-saving decisions.  To get started, click HERE.  After 

carefully reading the terms, go to the bottom of the page 

and click the “YES, I AFFIRM.” box, on the left.  This 

will open a new page, where you will click on “Sign Up” 

in the gray bar at the top right. 

 

This will open the “Sign Up” page, where you enter a 

case-sensitive Username.  Then enter your first and last 

names, create a password and a security question, and 

register your email address.  Accept the terms of use by 

clicking on the box and click on “Create Your Account”.  

The sheriff promises not to sell or giveaway your 

information to others. 

From here you will go to a new page where you can 

enter your phone numbers and address. 

 

This is a different system than Nixle, another local 

emergency alert system.  You can get Nixle alerts on 

your cell phone by texting your zip code to 888777.  

Nixle alerts were very handy for Valley residents when 

White’s Hill was closed several times this winter.  If you 

got the alert you could save time by taking Lucas Valley 

Road home, instead of driving all the way to Fairfax to 

find out you had to go all the way back to Hwy 101. 

 

If you are reading this you probably are on the Internet 

right at this minute, so take a few minutes and sign up 

your cell and VOIP (internet) landline phones for 

AlertMarin.org, as well as Nixle.  When you have to 

leave your home immediately at 2 AM it will be too late 

to sign up.  Communication is your best defense for 

surviving a wild fire.  Stay informed with the latest 

updates and stay safe.  You owe it to yourself, your 

family, your neighbors and your community. 
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WILDFIRE AND SAFETY 
The Planning Group’s June 

meeting included a well-

attended fire safety seminar 

where we hosted Marin County 

Fire Chief Jason Weber and 

Battalion Chief Christie Neill, 

who is head of the Vegetation 

Management Program.  They 

spent over an hour talking about how we can plan and 

prepare for wildfire, and they answered questions from 

the audience. 

Battalion Chief Christie Neill 

recommended that everyone 

sign up for 

www.ALERTMARIN.ORG.  

Once you are signed up, fire 

and law enforcement will be 

able to call you with the latest 

emergency alerts.  Do it now! 

Create a Wildfire Evacuation Checklist – write down 

the most important easy-to-carry items to be taken with 

you, including important documents, clothing, 

medications, computer files, your disaster supply kit, and 

heirlooms. 

Evacuation Routes – Do your part to keep your roads, 

driveways etc. clear of overhanging vegetation, parked 

vehicles, trailers, and stuff that blocks or constricts 

access and egress.  Know all the potential roads to get 

out of your neighborhood.  Have a plan of where you 

might go if evacuated, to a friend’s house, another town, 

etc.  Make sure your family knows the plan.  Do not try 

to escape on unpaved roads.  Remember, fire trucks will 

not enter your neighborhood until the evacuation is 

complete, so don’t dawdle!  

Defensible Space prevents a wildland fire from 

spreading to a house structure, and a fire from spreading 

into the wildlands.   It should be at least 100 feet from 

the house or to the property line, 

whichever is closer.   The first 30 

feet is super important to be very 

clean, green, non-flammable, with a 

focus on dead and overgrown 

vegetation, branches, leaves, grass, 

weeds etc.   Tree branches should be 

no lower than 10 feet above ground.   Flammable plants 

such as Pampas grass, juniper, and bamboo should not 

be within 30 feet from the house.   

Harden Your Home – Replace 

building vents with those listed as 

“State Fire Marshal Office 

Approved” and have 1/8” inch 

mesh.  Some brands include 

Vulcan, which is available at most 

hardware stores.  These vents keep 

hot embers out of your attic and 

basement.  Create a defensible 

space.  Also, keep your roof and 

gutters cleaned off.  Use fire resistant building materials 

when replacing roofs and siding, etc.  Keep car windows 

rolled up since embers will set the upholstery on fire.  

For more information on fire proof vents, go HERE.   

More Wildfire Info 
FIRE SAFE MARIN: For information on fire-

proofing your property, go to Fire Safe Marin 

(http://www.firesafemarin.org/).  You can learn about 

the three levels of defensible space for your home and 

fire safe building materials.  There is also a lengthy 

Wildfire Evacuation guide. 

READY MARIN: Another good source for 

information regarding planning and preparing for 

disasters in general is Ready Marin 

(https://readymarin.org/plan-prepare/).  Call 415-485-

3131 to sign up for a class that will show you how to 

prepare your family for a disaster and how to survive for 

5 to 7 days on your own. 

CAL FIRE: Cal Fire is the state fire department and 

they also have a lot of information for residents of fire 

prone areas, including prevention and preparing.  Check 

it out at http://www.readyforwildfire.org/ 

MARIN COUNTY PARKS: If you live 

adjacent to public open space you may mow grass or 

other annual plants within 100 ft of your home without a 

permit.  To apply for a permit to remove bushes and 

trees, call 415-473-2818.  MarinCountyParks.org 

VERG: The San Geronimo Valley Emergency 

Readiness Group (VERG) is a local community group 

preparing for disasters, including maintaining our 

emergency equipment trailers.  Contact Jim Fazackerly 

at jimfazack@yahoo.com for meeting information.   

West Marin Compost: Dispose of your green 

waste at 5575 Nicasio Valley Road, Nicasio. Open M-F, 

7:00 – 3:30, and Saturday by calling 415-662-9849.  

Tipping fee is $20.00 per cubic yard.  Info: go HERE. 

PG&E: For wildfire information go HERE. 

Fire Chief Jason Weber 

Battalion Chief Christie Neill     

Fire Proof Vents Stop Flames 

http://www.alertmarin.org/
https://www.guntermanufacturing.com/protect/about-the-vulcan-vent/
http://www.firesafemarin.org/
https://readymarin.org/plan-prepare/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
file:///D:/SGVPG/MarinCountyParks.org
mailto:jimfazack@yahoo.com
http://westmarincompost.org/grand-opening-of-the-west-marin-compost-drop-off-site/
https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/emergency-preparedness/natural-disaster/wildfires/community-wildfire-safety.page
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SALMON UPDATE 
The 2017-18 salmon season in the Valley wasn’t the 

greatest, but still far from the worst.  According to Eric 

Ettlinger, aquatic biologist at MMWD, the first fish of 

the season was a chum salmon (Oncorhynchus keta) 

seen on August 22 swimming in a channel excavated as 

part of a project to improve floodplain habitat for 

salmon. This was the first time salmon have been seen 

before October.   

 

 
 

Since then the season has only continued to get stranger. 

In late September California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife staff noticed the first redds (gravel nests) in 

Lagunitas Creek, and saw fish they suspected were pink 

salmon (O. gorbushka; also called humpback), and ten 

more were seen during a MMWD fish survey that began 

in late October.  Pink salmon are uncommon south of 

Washington State and are rarely seen in California 

streams. No one knows why but this year they’ve been 

reported from as far south as Pescadero in San Mateo 

County. 

  

Following a rain storm on November 16th they observed 

twelve Chinook salmon (O.  tshawytscha), four chum 

salmon, and the first coho salmon (O. kisutch) of the 

season. The coho and Chinook are likely returning to the 

stream of their birth, while the chum and pinks are 

almost certainly straying from streams farther north. 

Lagunitas Creek is one of the few streams in California 

that can claim four of the five Pacific salmon species in 

one season.  

 

Mid-December is typically peak spawning time for coho 

salmon in Lagunitas Creek, but the season has been 

anything but typical.  During that period MMWD and 

the Watershed Stewards Program biologists observed 

two pink, three chum, and 16 Chinook salmon, bringing 

the season totals to 13, seven, and 29, respectively. The 

first school of coho salmon was spotted on November 29 

and another school on December 12, and 46 coho were 

observed, with only three of those fish seen on redds. 

The rest of them appeared to be waiting for rain before 

finding a spot to lay and fertilize their eggs. A camera 

was lowered into one of these pools which confirmed 

that the salmon were all coho. That video can be seen 

HERE. 

Later in the season 78 salmon redds (nests) were 

observed, with salmon seen on only 17 of those redds, so 

they’ve had to deduce what species of salmon excavated 

the other redds.  This can be challenging when an 

unprecedented four salmon species are in the creek at the 

same time. Some redds are pretty distinctive, like the 

shallow, sprawling redds often built by coho. The redds 

seen back in October were likely built by pink salmon 

since no other species were seen that month. But most of 

the redds seen since mid-November (when Chinook, 

chum, and coho were present) weren’t particularly 

distinctive. That has resulted in 36 redds being classified 

as “Unknown Salmonid” which makes it difficult to use 

redd counts to estimate how many endangered coho 

salmon have returned. 

Biologists are hoping that in the not-too-distant future 

we may be able to identify these unknown redds using 

environmental DNA (eDNA) collected from water in the 

redds. A recent article by FishBio (click HERE) 

summarizes the technique. Scientists have already 

identified the genetic markers for each of these species 

and are now working out the protocols and thresholds 

for using eDNA to classify these redds. That will 

improve the accuracy of redd counts and hopefully ease 

the frustration of salmon biologists everywhere. 

 

January was been fairly typical in terms of salmonid 

activity in Lagunitas Creek. That’s a marked contrast to 

December, when it simply didn’t rain and very few 

salmon spawned, and November, when four salmon 

species were spawning. There were three decent storms 

https://youtu.be/JPL_rYLqNlg
http://fishbio.com/field-notes/the-fish-report/made-redd-using-edna-spawning-surveys
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that allowed spawners to migrate into tributary 

streams.  155 coho salmon were counted over a four-day 

period, which is a respectable peak spawning week, but 

coho observations dropped off while steelhead 

observations ramped up, which is also typical for this 

time of year. 

But a few things have continued to be unusual. First, 

somewhere around half, maybe more, of the coho have 

been jacks, which are small, two-year-old males that 

return to spawn after less than a year in the ocean. The 

last time there were this many jacks was in 2002-03, 

which turned out to be a preview of the large coho run of 

2003-04. Maybe this year’s jacks also predict good 

things for next year. 

Not to be outdone, steelhead numbers are also unusually 

high, with 33 steelhead counted to date. This doesn’t 

sound like a lot, but steelhead are easy to miss. They’re 

quite cryptic and spawn quickly. This many steelhead 

have not been seen since January 2008. That run ended 

up being one of the largest ever documented in 

Lagunitas Creek. Steelhead continue to spawn through 

April. 

Steelhead Trout 

February was exceptionally dry with relatively few 

salmonid observations. Spawning activity declined 

through the month and steelhead were mostly 

congregated in Lagunitas Creek pools. Seven coho and 

two coho redds were observed in early February, which 

isn’t unusual. The preliminary season total is 403 live 

coho and 87 coho redds. That’s fewer redds than seen 

three years ago, although the redd total will likely 

increase once data is reviewed from 70 redds that 

weren’t classified in the field. 

March 8th brought the second strongest storm of the 

season, which dropped over three inches of rain. After a 

wet weekend, creek flows receded enough to allow us to 

survey Lagunitas Creek, San Geronimo Creek, and 

Devil’s Gulch. 54 steelhead and 30 new redds were 

observed, which is an above average week for March. 

Unfortunately those observations didn’t make up for the 

low levels of spawning last month, and the steelhead 

redd total stands at 115, somewhat below average. Click 

HERE for a video of one of those steelhead swimming 

up a long, shallow riffle in San Geronimo Creek.  

It was truly a season of unusual fish activity, ending with 

the efforts of a fresh, bright red, three-year-old male 

coho. This hopelessly late fish was seen trying to spawn 

with a female steelhead while aggressively driving off 

two much larger male steelhead. Typically the last coho 

of the season are in very poor shape and none had ever 

been seen past the third week of February. How a coho 

remained in top form in March is one more mystery to 

add to a year full of unusual observations. 

To view another video of a school of salmon, go HERE. 

Male Coho Freshwater Salmon 

Valley Build-Out Impact on Salmon 

On June 5th the Marin County Board of Supervisors 

approved an agreement between the County and  

Stillwater Sciences to increase their contract by $20,000 

in order to complete the court-ordered, "Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report for 

Cumulative Impact Analysis of 

Development Build-Out in San 

Geronimo Valley on 

Salmonids”.  This additional expense 

is due to 40 letters and 350 individual 

comments to the EIR, along with 

public testimony from a Planning 

Commission hearing, which has 

created complex legal, policy and technical issues.  The 

original contract was for $259,106 and is now 

$279,106.  At this point there is no date for when the 

Report is due to be issued.  For more information, go 

HERE. 

https://youtu.be/2ZniWoyl-7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-rbC50ScGk&t=342s
http://marin.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=marin_3d68dacd58af3452fd6b119a3ce20564.pdf
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Farm Stand Property Sold 

 

Jim Baum, who operates the Farm Stand at 6700 Sir 

Francis Drake Blvd in Forest Knolls, has bought the 

property where his business is located.   

The location was originally a gas station and car repair 

shop owned and operated by Orville and Mable Yerion 

in the late 1940’s, until their son Don took over.  

Back in the 70’s, 80’s and into the 90’s (and possibly 

even further back!) the property served as a community 

gathering place. As evening approached, Don Yerion 

would migrate from the repair garage to the gas station 

service counter.  Various Valley folk would wander in to 

crack open a beer or two, and then sit down to solve the 

Valley’s and the world’s problems during long spirited 

discussions. 

When Don retired, the property went through a time of 

transition, sometimes abandoned, sometimes used as an 

art studio, and for half a heartbeat it was a motorcycle 

repair shop. Nothing seemed to take until Jim Baum 

came along, a man with a vision! He rented the gas 

station side and set up his Community Farm Stand, 

crossed his fingers and sure enough folks showed up. 

As the property re-blossomed into a hub for the 

Community the Yerion family rented the garage area to a 

vintage and hand crafts shop appropriately called, “The 

Garage”, and a coffee takeout called, “The Pump”. Now 

folks gather from early in the morning to late in the 

evening to partake of fresh foods and perhaps a steaming 

cup o’ joe. 

The property was sold by Don’s kids- Larry, Bobby and 

Becky, through LBB LLC. Escrow closed on June 26th, 

2018. The proud buyer, Jim Baum, shared with the 

Planning Group the following, “I look forward to 

serving the San Geronimo Valley Community for 

generations to come representing sustainable agriculture 

and sustainable foods. This place is a community 

gathering place where Valley folks can meet.” 

He also pointed out that, “As community folks age they 

will not have to travel so far to get the best foods.”  Why 

go all the way over the hill when you can get healthy 

food right here in the heart of the Valley?  Info is HERE. 

Food Truck Permit in FK  

 
Not the actual food truck.  Your food truck may vary. 

An applicant is requesting a Temporary Use Permit 

approval to stage a food truck in the parking lot of the 

old Video West building at 6825 Sir Francis Drake 

Boulevard in Forest Knolls.  

The food truck would be parked outside of the future 

restaurant area and would be setback ten feet from the 

property line adjacent to SFD Boulevard. One employee 

plus the owner would be on duty to staff the food truck, 

and the hours of operation are proposed to be 12:00 pm 

through 9:00 pm Tuesdays through Sundays. 

A Temporary Use Permit is required because the project 

is intended to be a temporary trailer utilized on a short-

term basis until construction on the restaurant building is 

completed. 

To learn more, go HERE, where you will find a 

subscription link and a link for the building plans, or call 

Planner Tammy Taylor at 415-473-7873.  

Help Wanted At Two Bird Cafe 
The TWO BIRD CAFÉ in San Geronimo has full or part 

time shifts available for a young adult as a bus person.  

For more information call Tony at 415-488-3694 

or email: twobirdcafe@gmail.com 

http://www.communityfarmstands.com/the-farm-stand-at-forest-knolls.html
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/planning/projects/san-geronimo/ezekiel_up_p2068_fk
mailto:twobirdcafe@gmail.com
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Say No To Japanese Knotweed 
Japanese Knotweed is an invasive non-native plant that 

is almost impossible to remove.  In Ireland, where 

knotweed is a big problem, it is almost impossible to get 

a mortgage on a property infested with knotweed, and 

causing the spread of Japanese Knotweed either 

intentionally or unintentionally is against the law. 

Knotweed was first spotted in the Valley in the winter of 

2011 and been discovered on public and private land 

along both San Geronimo and Lagunitas Creeks.  

Experts predict that if the knotweed remains for one 

more year it will probably never be eliminated. 

 
This is Japanese Knotweed (above). 

Dutchman’s Pipevine.  This is not Knotweed (below). 

 

Even a known carcinogen, like glyphosate (Roundup), 

will not kill the plant without repeated treatments.  It is 

important not to cut or chip the plants as a tiny fragment 

can regenerate new plants and make the infestation 

harder to control. Digging out Japanese Knotweed can 

actually encourage the plant into growing faster, 

therefore colonizing an area more aggressively.   

Do’s and Don’ts - 
Do not move or dump soil which may contain plant 

material as this may also add to its spread.   

Do not attempt to pull the plant out of the ground, as this 

can expose part of the infectious crowns, stimulating 

growth.   

Do not use unlicensed herbicides close to any 

watercourses, plants or wildlife.   

Do not compost any part of the plant as due to the 

resilient nature of knotweed.  It could survive and grow 

on when the compost is ready for use.   

Do not dispose of knotweed in garden waste as this just 

transport the plant to new locations.   

Do not spread any soil that has been contaminated with 

knotweed rhizome as new plants will sprout. 

Knotweed grows around three feet a month, sends roots 

down some 10 feet, grows through concrete, damaging 

roads, dams, buildings and just about anything made by 

man.  Its spread is dictated purely by how far it can 

stretch its roots.  

It arrived in North America in the late 1800s and is 

officially found in 39 of the 50 states and 6 provinces of 

Canada.  It can take up to five years of regular chemical 

treatment before the knotweed is totally eradicated.  It 

cost $120 million in U.S. dollars just to remove 

knotweed from the site of the London Olympic Games.  

MARIN KNOTWOOD ACTION TEAM (MKAT) 

The UC Cooperative Extension in Marin is working with 

a consortium of public agencies known as the Marin 

Knotweed Action Team (MKAT).  They will be 

contacting creek side residents to survey your property 

for the presence of knotweed.  The permission form can 

be found HERE.  There is no cost and property owners 

will be notified before any survey takes place.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The presence of knotweed may make it impossible to get 

a mortgage on your property and could impact its 

value.  It is in your interest to take advantage of this free 

service.  MKAT requests a response by August 1st.  

Questions?  Contact Steven Swain at 415-473-4204 or 

Sarah Phillips, Urban Streams Program manager at the 

Marin Resources Conservation District, 

www.marinrcd.org.  Her email is sarah@marinrcd,org, 

or call 415-663-1170 ext 302. For more info go HERE.  

SOME MIGHTY GOOD EATING 

Knotweed is also edible, 

so some folks might want 

to dispose of it by feeding 

it to their family.  You 

can find some knotweed 

recipes HERE, including 

bread, pudding, 

strawberry crisp, fruit 

leather, tea, sushi, salad 

and a puree. 

https://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=25181
http://www.marinrcd.org/
http://ucanr.edu/sites/MarinKnotweedActionTeam/
https://www.pinterest.com/jasonestes/japanese-knotweed-recipes/
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PG Supports TOT 
The San Geronimo Valley Planning Group is in support 

of the proposed West Marin Transient Occupancy Tax 

(TOT).  

The only people affected by this tax increase are 

overnight visitors to West Marin.  The proposed TOT 

will be placed on the November ballot, where it will 

need at least a two-thirds (67%) majority to pass. 

 

If the TOT is approved by voters it will increase the tax 

to 15% for the privilege of occupancy in any hotel or 

short-term rental, and apply a 5% tax to campground 

visitors.   The current TOT is set at 10% and will remain 

at that level in East Marin.  The TOT in Healdsburg, for 

example, is 16%, and Placer County has different TOT 

zones within the county, so this is nothing new. 

The extra proceeds from the tax increase, estimated at 

$1.3 million a year, would be dedicated to support 

services within the West Marin TOT area, including the 

communities of San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio.  

These services address the impacts of tourism, with 50% 

of the funds for community housing, and 50% for 

emergency services.  

The Planning Group is in support of the proposed TOT 

because we have become aware that the large number of 

tourists in our community are impacting housing and 

emergency services.  We realize that balancing the costs 

and benefits of tourism is essential to the preservation of 

our communities and our quality of life.  TOT is an 

important part of that balance.  

In parts of West Marin, the conversion of long term 

rental housing to AirBnB/VRBO rentals has created a 

shortage of community housing availability.  These 

short-term renters have also overworked our 

emergency responders and volunteer fire 

departments.  The TOT helps tourists pay their share to 

support and preserve our communities. 

For more information on the TOT, go HERE. 

Lagunitas Creek Status Changing 

The State Water Resources Board voted to approve 

amendments to the Onsite Wastewater Treatment 

System (OWTS) Policy Conditional Waiver Renewal 

and TMDL List on April 17th, 2018.  (TMDL is Total 

Maximum Daily Load, which is the maximum amount 

of a pollutant that a body of water can receive while still 

meeting water quality standards.) 

In summer 2016 and 2017, San Francisco Regional 

Water Board staff conducted a study to evaluate the 

nutrient impairment in the Lagunitas Creek watershed. 

Samples were collected and analyzed for a suite of water 

chemistry analytes (e.g., ammonia, nitrate, nitrite, total 

nitrogen, orthophosphate, and total phosphorous) and 

algae biomass indicators (benthic chlorophyll-a, benthic 

ash-free dry mass). Instream and riparian physical 

habitat and stream temperature data was also collected to 

evaluate the potential for eutrophic conditions, which is 

when a body of water becomes overly enriched with 

minerals and nutrients that induce excessive growth of 

plants and algae. This process may result in oxygen 

depletion of the water body. 

The 2016 data indicate the water body is not 

impaired by nutrients. Nitrogen concentrations have 

decreased since 2002, but high algae levels were noted 

in one tributary, Halleck Creek. The data collected from 

2017 will be available for analysis in 2018.  

If the analysis indicates that nutrients are not causing 

eutrophication, the San Francisco Regional Water 

Board will proceed with delisting Lagunitas Creek as 

part of the 2022 Integrated Report.  

Based on the data the San Francisco Regional Water 

Board will complete an impairment assessment and 

either develop a TMDL for the whole watershed or the 

portion of the watershed that is impaired.  

For the OWTS amendment information page, go HERE.  

For a 32 page copy of the amendments, go HERE. 

https://www.marincounty.org/depts/df/transient-occupancy
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/owts/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/owts/docs/owts_policy_staffreport_r3.pdf
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Rainfall Totals 
The 2017-18 rainfall season 

ended on June 30th.  Our rainfall 

total is coming up short this 

year.  We only received 38.89 

inches of rain compared to the 

annual average of 52.34 inches.  

This is a shortage of 13.45 

inches and only 75% of normal 

rainfall.  By this time last year 

we had measured 95.95 inches 

of rain, almost twice the 

average.  As of July 22, 2018 

our reservoirs are above average 

for this time of year, at 88% of total capacity. 

Inkwells Water Quality 
The County of Marin tests the water quality weekly, 

from April 1st to October 31st , at several public beaches, 

including the Inkwells in Lagunitas 

on San Geronimo Creek.  If you are 

concerned if it is safe to swim there, 

you can check HERE.  A summary 

of pollution at the Inkwells can also 

be found at the Swim Guide.  Click 

HERE.  The County almost always 

lists the Inkwells as “Avoid” during 

the summer, but just downstream at 

the swimming hole in Samuel P 

Taylor state park it is usually listed as “Okay”, probably 

due to the creek releases into Lagunitas Creek from Kent 

Lake diluting the San Geronimo Creek water. 

Creek Report is Now Online 
The Planning Group’s long-awaited Creek Pathogen 

Report is now available on our website.  To view it, 

please go HERE.  The report 

concludes that even though 

there is a small amount of 

human waste in the creeks, 

particularly in Forest Knolls, 

there is no need for an 

expensive community sewer 

that serves only certain 

residents of the Valley.  The PG recommends that the 

County do further testing to isolate the problem areas so 

that an equitable and affordable solution can be found 

that helps all Valley residents with septic issues. 

Ground Wasps 
Are you having problems with ground wasps?  You’ll be 

glad to know that the Marin/Sonoma Mosquito & Vector 

Control District will come out 

for free and treat the nest for 

you.  The service request form 

can be found HERE, or you 

can call 800.231-3236 to set 

up an appointment.  You must 

be sure that the ground wasp 

nest is located and marked.  

An information page on 

yellowjacket ground nest 

elimination, including the insecticidal dust that they use, 

is available by clicking HERE. 

This is a great service 

and the technician 

will often show up 

the next day.  They 

are in Cotati so they 

usually like to hit the 

Valley early in the 

morning.  Please be 

sure to follow all of 

the directions so that 

the technicians can 

do their job.  You don’t even have to be home.  Just let 

them know exactly where the marked nest is located on 

your property.  Use a clearly marked flag staked near the 

nest. 

PurpleAir for Air Quality 
If you are ever wondering about the air quality in the 

San Geronimo Valley, you might want to check out 

PurpleAir.  This company sells a low-priced wireless air-

quality sensor that is easy to install.  Prices for the 

sensors begin at $229.  You 

will need a nearby 

120VAC power supply and 

WiFi internet service.  The 

sensor measures smoke, 

dust, and other particulate 

pollution and uploads this 

information every 80 

seconds.  Sensors are 

currently installed at four 

locations in the Valley and you can check out those air 

quality locations on a map by going HERE.  You can 

actually watch the air quality move up or down in the 

different neighborhoods. 

https://www.marincounty.org/-/media/files/departments/cd/ehs/water/waterquality.pdf?la=en&hash=DB0B801929A3EA2D7456D60975D58475A8CA0C64
https://www.theswimguide.org/beach/2972
https://www.sgvpg.org/water-testing-report
http://msmvcd.leateamapps.com/msmvcd/PublicSR/
http://msmosquito.com/programs-services/yellow-jacket-control-program
https://www.purpleair.com/map?&zoom=14&detailsshowing=4817&selected=414908|414910&lat=38.012339529746306&lng=-122.64183401566629&clustersize=45&orderby=L&latr=0.0589006105257468&lngr=0.164794921875
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The Valley Has A Golf Curse 

We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to purchase the 

beautiful 157-acre San Geronimo Golf Course for a 

bargain $8.7 million (which is much less than some 

homes currently on the market in Marin!) and keep it out 

of the hands of private developers.   

But with all of the misinformation and lawsuits from a 

well-financed and vocal minority it feels like a curse has 

been put on our County’s purchase of the golf course.  

Here’s some information you might not know. 

The Planning Group supports the following goals that 

the Marin County Board of Supervisors is working 

toward:  

•  Full Public Access - Convert the golf course into a 

public park for everyone; recreation for all ages, genders 

and abilities.  

•  Restoration – Daylight a long-buried portion of 

Larsen Creek on the Back Nine, which serves as a 

salmon migration tributary between its headwaters in 

Roy’s Redwoods and San Geronimo Creek.  Improve 

stream bank instability and riparian habitat for winter 

refuge. 

•  Discontinue watering, which will increase our water 

supply by nearly 56 million gallons annually. 

•  Discontinue the use of 32 golf course chemicals, 

pesticides, and herbicides.  

•  Community uses for the 24-acre clubhouse parcel, 

with input from Valley residents. 

Meeting these goals will protect the environment, marine 

and wild life species, save money and provide 

community benefits. 

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES? 

Regretfully, letters to the editor in the Marin 

Independent Journal (Marin’s only daily newspaper) 

over several months are not fact checked.  Incorrect 

information is printed and passed on as fact.  The 

consequences have been serious.  Here are some little 

known, but important, facts about the Golf Course (GC):  

• Water – The GC is among the 10 largest waters users 

in Marin County.  The GC uses an estimated 171 acre 

feet per year (AFY).  20 AFY (6,517,028 gallons) comes 

from Larsen Creek and 151 AFY (49,203,565 gallons) of 

raw water comes from MMWD.  Water drawn from the 

riparian right is removed from the stream for irrigation 

and is thus not available to support streamflow in Larsen 

Creek, San Geronimo Creek, or Lagunitas Creek.    

• Pesticides and Herbicides – The GC applies 32 

chemicals on the greens, over 20 of which are known to 

have potential negative impacts on salmonids, aquatic 

invertebrates, birds and fish.  It is likely that some of 

these chemicals are entering Larsen and San Geronimo 

creeks during storm events or by other means. The GC is 

currently abiding by the Integrated Pest Management 

(IPM) Plan required by the County.  

• Public Recreational Use – If the County had not 

purchased the GC it would have been bought by a 

religious organization in San Francisco who would deny 

access to the public, pay no property taxes, and close the 

golf course.  The County intends to restore the GC to a 

maintained and landscaped park, not a “re-wilded” open 

space.  Any “fire break” provided by the current GC will 

remain. 

THINGS HAVE CHANGED 

Here is some background history and how we got to 

where we are now.  This saga began when one of the 

golf course investors wanted to cash out before 

December 2017, so the owners decided to sell the 157-

acre property, composed of 4 parcels.  The owners could 

not find any buyers to continue use as a golf course so 

they approached the County.  The county saw an 

exceptional opportunity but couldn’t move fast 

financially. Trust for Public Lands (TPL), a non-profit 

that funds parks and restoration projects, purchased the 

property for the County.  To pay back TPL the County 

used Measure A funds, which can only be used for 

parks.  The County arranged grants for the remaining 

funds, with escrow to close in December 2018. The 

County used money from the General Fund to buy the 

clubhouse parcel to allow more flexibility in its use, 

including the possibility of a new home for the Fire 

Department.  Community input is also a part of the plan.   

A Pathway Through the Back Nine 
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Currently the county is leasing the property for two 

years to Touchstone Golf of Austin Texas to operate a 

golf course. The County will pay Touchstone $140,000 

annually for upkeep and administrative costs. 

Touchstone agreed to allow some public access.  

Beginning in June there is public access every Sunday 

from 3 PM to sunset on the Front Nine and on the third 

Friday of the month from 3 PM to sunset on the Back 

Nine.  

 

THE LAWSUIT 

A well-financed and vocal minority, led by a local 

realtor, filed a lawsuit in an effort to limit public access 

to the GC only to golfers.  They claimed that the SGV 

Community Plan allows only for a golf course on the 

property, and that the County should have gone through 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

process before the purchase.  Essentially, the lawsuit 

wants the county to spend hundreds of thousands of 

taxpayers’ dollars to prove that a project to improve the 

environment won’t damage the environment!   

However, Judge Haakenson correctly ruled, “Fairly 

interpreted, the General Plan and Community Plan do 

not prohibit termination of the golf course under the 

present circumstances”, and that the “County was more 

concerned about expanding the commercialization of the 

parcel, and that the language was meant to limit such 

expansion.”   But this hasn’t prevented one of the 

supporters of the lawsuit from repeatedly lying in public, 

falsely stating that according to the SGV Community 

Plan the GC cannot be closed.  In the tradition of Donald 

Trump, if you tell a lie long enough people will 

eventually believe it is the truth. 

The judge did agree that the County was not exempt 

from the CEQA process, so he prevented the purchase 

from continuing.  At this writing the County is seeking 

further information from the court. Regretfully, the 

lawsuit killed the opportunity to receive a $3.42 million 

grant from the California Wildlife Conservation board, 

which would have meant that the County would only 

pay $3.75 million for the GC.   

BALLOT INITIATIVE 

The SGV Community Plan took five years to develop 

and was adopted in 1977 and the update took two years 

and was adopted in 1997. The group that brought the 

lawsuit is now planning to circulate petitions to put an 

initiative on the ballot asking Marin voters outside the 

Valley to change the wording in our Community Plan so 

that the golf course can never be closed except through a 

countywide vote. OUTRAGEOUS!  The SGV 

Community Plan belongs to the residents of the Valley, 

not the voters of Marin.   

WHAT YOU CAN DO! 

Please let your supervisor know that you support the 

original goals for broad public use, restoration 

opportunities, discontinuing wasteful water use and 

eliminating all pesticides and chemicals.  And be sure to 

thank the Trust for Public Land (TPL.org) for their 

support and help with this once-in-a-lifetime purchase. 

GOLF COURSE PUBLIC ACCESS 

 

PARKING: Numbers correspond to red stars on map 

FRONT 9 – Every Sunday 3pm – Sunset 

1. Park on the east side of SGV Drive by the fish ladder bridge 

near Meadow Way. The foot bridge over the creek is currently 

closed for structural repair. Please be respectful of neighbors in 

this area: Be quiet; don’t litter and keep dogs leashed. Feel free to 

clean up after people that are not as enlightened as you. 

2. Park in the Clubhouse parking lot and walk directly onto the 

greens. Go through tunnel under SF Drake Blvd to access south 

portion of the Front 9. 

BACK 9 – Every 3rd Friday of the month 3pm – Sunset 

3. Park in the Clubhouse parking lot accessed from SF Drake 

Blvd. Walk west around the Clubhouse and follow the trail to the 

pedestrian/golf cart bridge. 

4. Park on Nicasio Valley Road next to Roy’s Redwoods. Walk 

west on W. Nicasio Road about 100 yards. You will see an open 

entry to the greens facing the large pond.  

IMPORTANT! No public parking is allowed anywhere at all on 

W. Nicasio Road.  Please do not park here. 

5. Park along Lagunitas School Road between the gym and the 

solar panels. Use the opening through the fence to the right of the 

locked gate. 

TPL.org
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Bridge Replacement Update 
The Mountain View Road bridge at SF Drake Blvd in 

Lagunitas is scheduled to be replaced in the Fall of 2020. 

The old wooden bridge will be demolished and replaced 

with a wider concrete structure.  For more information, 

go HERE.   

At the same time the County will begin construction on 

replacing the old narrow bridge on Nicasio Valley Rd 

near the intersection of Lucas Valley Rd, near the town 

of Nicasio.  For more information, go HERE. 

And for those of you who drive SF Drake Blvd to 

Highway 101, Phase 1 to rebuild the roadway will begin 

in Spring of 2019.  Phase 2 will start in 2020.  

Construction will extend from College of Marin in 

Kentfield to Hwy 101 in Greenbrae.  Some 

improvements will include 2 left turn lanes at College 

Ave, and increasing to 3 lanes for eastbound traffic at the 

Bon Air shopping center. 

Open Space Is Counting On You 
To improve visitor data collection, Marin County Parks 

is spending over $70,000 to install Eco-Counters.  These 

devices have sensors in the 

ground, and at different heights 

on posts, to identify and collect 

data regarding the type of Open 

Space use (hiker, biker, horse, 

dog).  This data is then sent to the 

Ministry of Information where it 

will be interpreted by a 

comprehensive suite of analytical 

tools, increasing the District’s 

efficiency.  Data will not be intentionally shared with 

any of Vladimir Putin’s internet hackers.  Stand up and 

be counted! 

Victory Village 

 

The Christ Lutheran Church at 2626 Sir Francis Drake 

Blvd outside of downtown Fairfax (between the 7-11 

and the ballfield, near Kingdom Hall) will be 

demolished to make room for 53 one-bedroom units of 

affordable senior (62+) housing.  There will be 11 units 

reserved for homeless families, as well as 43 parking 

spaces, and the sidewalks and crosswalk will be 

improved.  The building will look like a large letter “E” 

from above and will be terraced so that there are three 

stories in front and two at the rear.  The two-acre parcel 

was zoned for one unit per seven acres, so a new senior-

housing zoning was created.  Construction is to start in 

December 2018 and conclude in Spring of 2020. 

The project was conceived by Resources for Community 

Development (https://rcdhousing.org/) and is called 

“Victory Village”.  It will be assisted with $2.6 million 

in grants and loans from Marin County’s Housing Trust.  

The total cost of the project will be over $36 million and 

there is still a $4.85 million funding gap. 

Maximum rents will be from $645 to $1,153, with 

maximum incomes for half of the units at $25,520 and 

the other half at $49,200.  Section 8 vouchers will enable 

residents to pay only 30% of their income in rent.  To 

learn more about Victory Village, go HERE. 

Dark Sky Lighting 
One of the pleasures of living in the San Geronimo 

Valley is looking up at the stars, especially during a new 

moon.  We can help preserve our dark nights through the 

use of “Dark Sky” lighting. 

These are light fixtures 

that only shine light on 

the ground, not up into 

the air.  If you are 

installing or replacing 

outside light fixtures, 

consider lighting that meets the Dark Sky standards.  

You can learn more about Dark Sky lighting HERE. 

 

https://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/projects/engineering/mtn-view-rd-bridge-repl-project
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/projects/engineering/nicasio-valley-rd-bridge-repl-project
https://rcdhousing.org/
https://fairfaxvictoryvillage.weebly.com/
http://darksky.org/lighting/lighting-basics/
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Where’s Waldos? 

The Lagunitas post office 

makes a guest appearance 

in a comic book produced 

by Petaluma’s Lagunitas 

Brewing Company to 

celebrate the release of The 

Waldos’ Special Ale.  It 

tells the story of the 

Waldos, a group of five 

friends at San Rafael High 

School in the 1970’s who 

would meet at 4:20 PM to 

go search for a marijuana 

garden in West Marin.  

This is why “420” is a code 

word for weed.  All of the 

Waldos grew up to be 

productive citizens.  For the 

full story, go HERE. 
 

The Woodacre Market’s old wooden awning could not resist the forces of gravity and crashed to 

the ground one afternoon in August 2017.  Fortunately, no one was injured and customers just stepped 

over the debris to enter the store.  The awning is now gone and the market is sporting a fresh coat of paint.      

 

Marijuana Delivery 
Marin County is trying a new approach to medical 

marijuana dispensaries, opening up applications for 

weed delivery-only services.  There will be no 

storefronts, which caused a ruckus in the Valley last 

year.  To learn more and to subscribe go HERE.  

Recreational marijuana has been legal in California 

for almost a year now, but there are no plans in 

Marin to open any shops, and no one has applied yet 

to operate a delivery-only business.  A delivery 

service does not have to be located in Marin. 

https://lagunitas.com/waldos
https://www.marincounty.org/main/medicalcannabis
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Valley June Election Results 

 

The Valley has two precincts.  Precinct 41219 is in 

Woodacre and Precinct 41215 is at the Community 

Center for the villages of San Geronimo, Forest Knolls 

and Lagunitas.  Click HERE for the full report. 

Out of 1,150 registered voters in Woodacre only 697 

cast a ballot (60%).  438 voted by mail while 259 

showed up at the polls.  In San Geronimo there are 1547 

voters and 948 cast a ballot (61%).  610 were by mail, 

and 338 at the polls.  The Valley has 2,697 voters. 

 

Votes For Governor: 
1154 for GAVIN NEWSOM (DEM) 
111 for JOHN H. COX (REP) 
99 for ANTONIO VILLARAIGOSA (DEM)  
91 for DELAINE EASTIN (DEM) 
64 for JOHN CHIANG (DEM) 
43 for TRAVIS ALLEN (REP)  
13 for AMANDA RENTERIA (DEM) 
8 for JOSH JONES (GRN) 
6 for ROBERT C. NEWMAN, II (REP) 
5 for M. SHELLENBERGER (DEM) 
5 for ZOLTAN ISTVAN (LIB) 
4 for CHRISTOPHER CARLSON (GRN) 
4 for GLORIA E. LA RIVA (PF) 
3 for JOHNNY WATTENBURG (NPP) 
2 for ROBERT D. GRIFFIS (DEM) 
1 for KLEMENT TINAJ (DEM) 
1 for ALBERT C. MEZZETTI (DEM) 
1 for J. BRIBIESCA (DEM),  
1 for PETER Y LIU (REP), 
1 for YVONNE GIRARD (REP) 
Only 1 write-in. 

 

Votes For Propositions: 
Prop 68, Park and Water Bonds  1274 Yes; 274 No 
Prop 69, Transportation               1395 Yes; 124 No 
Prop 70, Cap-And-Trade               322 Yes; 1097 No   
Prop 71, Ballot Dates                     1273 Yes; 176 No   
Prop 72, Rain Water Capture        1456 Yes; 93 No   
Regional Measure 3, Toll Hike       923 Yes; 544 No   

Votes For Senate: 
1014  DIANNE FEINSTEIN (DEM)  
297  KEVIN DE LEON (DEM) 
36  PAT HARRIS (DEM) 
32  ALISON HARTSON (DEM) 
30  JAMES P BRADLEY (REP) 
27  PAUL A TAYLOR (REP) 
18  ERIN CRUZ (REP)  
14  ADRIENNE N. EDWARDS (DEM) 
14  KEVIN MOTTUS (REP) 
7  ROQUE DE LA FUENTE (REP) 
7  PATRICK LITTLE (REP) 
6  JOHN THOMPSON PARKER (PF) 
6  DOUGLAS H. PIERCE (DEM) 
6  MARIO NABLIBA (REP) 
6  JOHN "JACK" CREW (REP)  
5  DONNIE O. TURNER (DEM) 
5  JASON M. HANANIA (NPP) 
5  TOM PALZER (REP) 
4  DAVID HILDEBRAND (DEM) 
4  DERRICK MICHAEL REID (LIB)  
4  ARUN K. BHUMITRA (REP) 
4  RASH BIHARI GHOSH (NPP)  
3  HERBERT G. PETERS (DEM) 
2  DON J. GRUNDMANN (NPP)  
2  JERRY JOSEPH LAWS (REP) 
2  LEE OLSON (NPP) 
2  DAVID MOORE (NPP) 
1  GERALD PLUMMER (DEM) 
1  COLLEEN SHEA FERNALD (NPP)  
1  Write-In Vote 
 

Votes For Local Candidates: 
Sheriff Robert Doyle - 961 votes; Write-ins - 89   
District Attorney: Frugoli – 662; Pletcher - 487; Brady- 215 
Marin Supt of Schools: Burke – 1062; Nagle – 319 
US Rep: Huffman – 1334; Mensing – 136; Caffrey – 85 
State Senator; McGuire – 1046; Jacobi – 328 
State Assembly: Levine – 1080; Monte - 339 

 

GET OUT AND VOTE! 

We would like to remind everyone of voting age to cast 

your ballot!  Princeton Professor Martin Gilens and 

Northwestern Professor Benjamin 

Page analyzed 1,799 policy issues 

that came before Congress and 

determined that “the preferences of 

the average American appear to 

have only a miniscule, near-zero, 

statistically non-significant 

impact upon public policy”.   They 

concluded that lawmakers respond 

to the policy demands of wealthy 

individuals and moneyed business 

interests.  So get out and vote!  To read more, go HERE. 

https://www.marincounty.org/-/media/files/departments/rv/elections/2018/june/sovc/sovc.pdf?la=en&hash=6B9E244E5B68DD95202243A07A01927FB0E75024
https://billmoyers.com/2014/08/19/the-disease-of-american-democracy/
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THE SAN GERONIMO VALLEY PLANNING GROUP NEWSLETTER 

• Foreign Film Editor: Eric Morey 
• Newsletter Contributors include our Steering 

Committee members, Planning Group members 
and Valley resident submissions. 

           • Persistent Proofreader: Jean Berensmeier 
• Suggestions, comments, photos and Valley 

observations are welcome. Send to the editor at 
info@sgvpg.org

 
We strive to get the Planning Group newsletter out quarterly; Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall. 

Please provide Fall Newsletter submissions by: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 
 

PLANNING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

Urge a friend or neighbor to join us. 
$15 Single, $25 Family 

Free for over 65 and under 21 
 

Make your check out to SGVPG and mail to: 
P. O. Box 57; Forest Knolls, CA 94933

Visit our website at SGVPG.org 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, September 10th at 7:30 PM.  Watch your email for the agenda.
 

“This is the last place.   There is nowhere else to go.”  
-- Lou Welch 

 
This line, always at the top of our agenda, is an excerpt taken from a poem by Lou Welch that was included in the 

extraordinary document, “Can the Last Place Last?” that, in the late ‘60’s laid the ground work for the unique County 

Wide Plan that was adopted in 1972 and created zoning, policies, codes & regulations that has served to preserve major 

parts of Marin County from inappropriate development. 

 

Spreading The Planning Group Gospel 

 

The San Geronimo Valley Planning 

Group is composed of a small group of 

dedicated volunteers.  Among these fine 

people is our own Linda Nave of 

Lagunitas, seen here trekking across 

Morocco, on the right.  She is making 

sure that Moroccans are maintaining their 

rural character and helping them to 

preserve their environment.  The Planning 

Group is all about community and family.  

That’s Linda’s mom on the camel in front 

of her.  Notice how the desert is so 

pristine.  No trash or unsightly 

development; not even a golf course, but 

what a fire break!  Our work here is done. 

 

file:///D:/Suumer%202017%20Newsletter/sgvpg.org

